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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



1. 13 The amendment filed on 13 March 2007 under 37 CFR 1312 has been considered, and has been: 

a) M entered. 

b) □ entered as directed to matters of form not affecting the scope of the invention. 

c) □ disapproved because the amendment was filed after the payment of the issue fee. 

Any amendment filed after the date the issue fee is paid must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1.313(c)(1) 
and the required fee to withdraw the application from issue. 

d) □ disapproved. See explanation below. 

e) □ entered in part. See explanation below. 

See Continuation Sheet 
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Continuation of 1 (e) Entered in part. See explanation: 714.16 [R-3] Amendment After Notice of Allowance, 37 CFR 1.312 
37 CFR 1.312. Amendments after allowance. 

No amendment may be made as a matter of right in an application after the mailing of the notice of allowance. Any amendment filed 
pursuant to this section must be filed before or with the payment of the issue fee, and may be entered on the recommendation of the 
primary examiner, approved by the Director, without withdrawing the application from issue. 

The amendment of an application by applicant after allowance falls within the guidelines of 37 CFR 1.312. Further, the amendment of an 
application broadly encompasses any change in the file record of the application. Accordingly, the following are examples of "amendments" 
by applicant after allowance which must comply with 37 CFR 1.312: 

(A) an amendment to the specification, 

(B) a change in the drawings, 

(C) an amendment to the claims, 

(D) a change in the inventorship, 

(E) the submission of prior art, 

(F) a petition to correct the spelling of an inventor 's name, 

(G) a petition to change the order of the names of the inventors, etc. 

Finally, it is pointed out that an amendment under 37 CFR 1 .312 must be filed on or before the date the issue fee is paid, except where the 
amendment is required by the Office of Patent Publication, see MPEP § 714.16(d), subsection III. An amendment under 37 CFR 1.312 
must comply with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 21 . 

For information on the status of this application applicant should check PAIR: 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Alternatively, applicant may contact the File Information Unit at (703) 308-2733. Telephone status inquiries should not be directed to the 
examiner. See MPEP 1730VIC, MPEP 203.08 and MPEP 102. 

Any other telephone inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to David E. 
Graybill at (571)272-1930. Regular office hours: Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
The fax phone number for group 2800 is (571 ) 273-8300. 
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